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2026 SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES
& BENEFITS

Flow yall y doin’?
A LITTLE ABOUT US

Taste of the South (TOTS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit founded in 1982 by

a group of Southern transplants in Washington, D.C. What began as a
gathering to celebrate the food, music, and traditions of home has grown
into one of the Capital’s most beloved and anticipated annual events.

For more than four decades, TOTS has raised millions of dollars for Ty o MS”""" ,THE SOUTH l
nonprofit organizations across the South and in Washington, D.C. Each 2ar: 8 e s
year, all net proceeds from the gala are directed to causes that strengthen
communities, expand opportunity, and create lasting impact.

Led entirely by volunteers, TOTS blends Southern heritage with a
commitment to service—bringing people together to honor tradition while
improving lives across the region.

OUR 2026 CHAIRITABLE FOCUS:
Junovation (or the Next Generation

In 2026, TOTS is supporting charities focused on expanding STEM education and strengthening workforce readiness across the South.

These organizations provide opportunities ranging from hands-on robotics and coding programs to technical training, apprenticeships, and
digital access initiatives—all designed to equip people with the skills needed to succeed in today’s innovation-driven economy.

Together, they are helping close opportunity gaps, build stronger communities, and ensure the South remains home to both world-class
industries and the talent that powers them.

\ 2026 FEATURED CHARITY: %e Qm @M

M JACKSON, MS

The Bean Path is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to bridging the tech and digital
divide in Mississippi. Founded by Dr. Nashlie Sephus, it provides technical assistance, expert
guidance and access to essential resources for businesses, individuals and creatives in the Greater
Il Metro Jackson community.
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The Bean Path is inspired by both technology and nature. In computer programming, a “bean” is a
small piece of code that serves as a building block for creating bigger, more complex systems. At
the same time, bean also brings to mind a seed—something small, but once planted, grows and
takes its own path. The Bean Path blends these ideas, representing our mission to help people
grow their tech skills and carve out their own journey in the world of technology.
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TASTE & SOUTH
2026 SPONSOR BENEFITS

Our highest-level partnerships provide unparalleled visibility, influence, and distinction

% qmpad at the Gala. Reserved for leaders who seek to shape the evening’s experience,
SPONSORS these opportunities ensure your organization is recognized at the very center of this
landmark event.

* Celebrated as the Gala’s highest-level sponsor
e Exclusive, top-tier logo and name placement across all platforms — invitations,
PINNACLE SPONSOR media, social media, event signage, and website
$50,000 *  Prominent acknowledgment in media and promotional coverage, reserved for
Pinnacle-level visibility
* Bespoke branding activations designed in collaboration with TOTS
¢ Curated hosting elements to ensure a distinctive guest experience

e 22 VIP & 18 General Admission tickets
SUMMIT SPONSOR *  Prominent logo recognition across high-traffic Gala environments, website, and
$40,000 social media
e Premium branding integration opportunities (digital signage, spotlight feature, or
comparable high-impact visibility)
* Elevated recognition across select Gala touchpoints

e 21VIP & 17 General Admission tickets

*  Prominent logo recognition across high-traffic Gala environments, website, and
social media

Premium branding integration opportunities (digital signage, spotlight feature, or
comparable high-impact visibility)

* Elevated recognition across select Gala touchpoints

LEGACY SPONSOR
$35,000 .

Customized premier sponsorship opportunities above $50,000 are available upon request.
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Leaderwship

SPONSORS

Leadership Sponsors demonstrate a bold commitment to shaping the future. These partnerships
highlight innovation and vision, positioning your organization as a central supporter of the Gala
while connecting your name to elements that define the evening.

Recognition in

Prominent Presence

Individualized Recognition on Social

Ticket Allotment Media & Promotion across Gala Signage at Gala Media & Website
VISIONARY SPONSOR 20 VIP
$30,000 16 GA
PRESENTING SPONSOR 18 VIP @ @ @ @
$25,000 14GA
VIP SPONSOR 16 VIP @ @ @ @
$20,000 12 GA
ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR 14VIP @ @
$17,500 10GA
TOTS PARTNER 12vIP @ @
$15,000 8GA
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SPONSORS

Community Sponsors represent the strength
of collective impact. These levels provide
meaningful visibility and access, ensuring
broad participation in the Gala while fostering
a sense of shared commitment to our mission.

Ticket Allotment

Individualized
Signage at Gala

Recognition on Social
Media & Website

BENEFACTOR 8VIP
$12,500 10GA
CAPITOL SPONSOR 3VIP
$10,000 6GA
MONUMENTAL SPONSOR 6 VIP @ @
$7,500 4GA
PATRON
6 GA
$5,000 @
SUPPORTER M GA @
$2,000
COMMUNITY SPONSOR 2 GA @

$750

Taste of the South will provide benefits at a donor’s aggregate

donation level (i.e. $2,000 sponsorship receives four tickets, two $750
sponsorships totals $1,500, allotting two tickets). Due to the limited
number of tickets available, ticket benefits for in-kind only donations
cannot be guaranteed and sponsors are encouraged to finalize
participation as early as possible to receive these benefits. Please note
that all ticket benefits are subject to change pending local restrictions on
event capacity at the time of the gala.
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Capitol FGtl Reception

Spring 2026

The Reception gathers innovators, community
partners, and supporters from across the
nation’s capital for an evening of collaboration,
hosted cocktails, and curated hors d’oeuvres.

Individual Reception tickets are available for $300
per guest on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Additional recognition and partnership
opportunities are also available upon request.

TOTS Sponsors will recieve the following ticket
allotments & recognition:

Pinnacle Sponors: 16 Tickets + Signage
Summit Sponsors:14 Tickets + Signage
Legacy Sponsors: 12 Tickets + Signage
Visionary Sponsors: 10 Tickets + Signage
Presenting Sponsors: 8 Tickets + Signage
VIP Sponsors: 6 Tickets + Signage
Entertainment Sponsors: 4 Tickets + Signage
TOTS Partners: 2 Tickets + Signage

For more information or to secure your sponsorship, contact us at donate@tasteofthesouth.org.




